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Introduction

• Policy officer DCMR EPA

• Chair Working Group Noise

• Chair  FONOMOC

• Member Expert Group Noise EC

• Proj. Manager NEPTUNES

• Member advisory/steering
board EU funded project



About EUROCITIES

• Founded in 1986

• Covers municipal policy domains

• > 130 major European large cities

• Influencing EU legislation/policies

• Reinforce role and position of 
local government

• Gaining interest  sustainability

• Exchange of knowledge/experience



organisation





About Working Group Noise
• 25-30 members  (2 meetings annually)

• Contributions to Environmental Noise Directive 

• Exchange of knowledge & experience
– Quiet Road Surfaces

– Noise Mapping & Noise Action Planning

– Best Tyres

– Large outdoor events

– Construction Noise

– Waste activities & Noise

• Affecting  European  Noise Policies

• Gaining awareness 

• Identification, initiating, participating
and support EU funded projects

• See workinggoupnoise.com



Positions Working Group Noise

• Tyres, emission limit values

• Tyre labelling

• Freight trains

• First review END 2002/49/EC

• Motorised two- and three wheelers

• Equipment Outdoor 

• Refit END 2002/49/EC

• ……….



Local noise problems encountered

• Traffic noise

• Construction noise

• Leisure noise

• Airport noise

• Railway noise

• Event noise

• Neigbour (hood) noise





Noise in EU urban areas



Urban traffic noise and exposure
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22.000 DALYs for 
tinnitus 903 000 DALYs 

for sleep 
disturbance

654 000 DALYs for 
annoyance

61 000 DALYs 
for ischaemic 
heart diseas

45.000 DALYs for 
cognitive impairment

Noise impacts in cities and examples 
of how cities are tackling noise 

1 DALY (“Disability-adjusted life years”) = 1 year of 
"healthy" life lost 

Source: WHO (2011)

1 Million 
‘healthy life 

years’ are lost 
every year !



Traffic noise > 55 dB LDEN



– Zoning systems

– Legislation on many noise items

– Measurements/monitoring

– Inspection & Enforcement

– Interventions to mitigate/reduce

– Urban planning & Noise

– Adaptation/resilience



Street design



Street narrowing



City Boulevards



Needs



Dedicated lanes/zones

➢restricted zones

➢Car-free inner cities

➢Pedestrian zones

➢Car-free building blocks



Quiet Road Surfaces



Double façades



Creative façades 



Quiet (Urban) Places



pocket parkpocket park

large city parklarge city park

small city parksmall city park



Grey
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First introduction with soundscapes
Stockholm (Maria Torget)
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Hamburg, expo park
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1 Extra fuel costs per year
(17000 km/yr)

2 Extra braking distance
wet road at 80 km/h 
(Braking distance A=27 m)

3 Noise*
• A: 2 times as quiet
• B: average
• C: 2 times as loud

* Doubling noise is 3 dB

Green Public Procurement



Quiet Procurement
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